10/4/21, 9:21 AM Town of Grafton Mail - [Town of Grafton MA] Wyman-Gordon Proposed Warehouse hearing (Sent by Robert Carroll, bob@bob-car...

73\ GRAFTON

v Massachusetts

Natalia Alward <alwardn@grafton-ma.gov>

[Town of Grafton MA] Wyman-Gordon Proposed Warehouse hearing (Sent by Robert

Carroll, bob@bob-carroll.com)
1 message

Contact form at Town of Grafton MA <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Sun, Oct 3, 2021 at 7:03 PM
Reply-To: bob@bob-carroll.com
To: Planning Department <planningdept@grafton-ma.gov>

Hello Planning Department,

Robert Carroll (bob@bob-carroll.com) has sent you a message via your contact form (https://www.grafton-ma.gov/
user/14766/contact) at Town of Grafton MA.

If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at https://www.grafton-ma.gov/user/14766/edit.
Message:

To the Planning Board,

Please find the attachments that should be uploaded with this form. Most relate to pollution at the proposed site. The
Board can reference those items at their leisure.

The most compelling statements are from the 2002 Annual Report. Of note are the statements:

'..substantially all of <<allocated funds>> which has been spent as of March 31, 2002'

'...We expect to incur an additional amount to comply with federal and state environmental requirements in connection
with the investigation and remediation of contamination at the North Grafton facility.'

"...The North Grafton site is located in an area where regional groundwater has been impacted with a number of
contaminants, including chlorinated solvents. '

"... Wyman Gordon disposed of magnesium thorium alloys, which are low-level radioactive waste, at the North Grafton
facility'

"We believe the Company's most significant potential environmental liabilities are associated with the Wyman-Gordon
facility in North Grafton, Massachusetts. Pursuant to an agreement between Wyman-Gordon and the U.S. Air Force in
connection with Wyman-Gordon's acquisition of the North Grafton facility in 1982, Wyman-Gordon agreed to make
expenditures for environmental matters and remediation at that site totaling $20.8 million, substantially all of which has
been spent as of March 31, 2002. These expenditures will not resolve Wyman-Gordon's obligations to federal and state
regulatory authorities, which are not party to the agreement. We expect to incur an additional amount to comply with
federal and state environmental requirements in connection with the investigation and remediation of contamination at the
North Grafton facility. The North Grafton site is located in an area where regional groundwater has been impacted with a
number of contaminants, including chlorinated solvents. The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
("MADEP") also has asked Wyman-Gordon to investigate contamination in a brook and pond near the facility. Pursuant to
a license from the Atomic Energy Commission, Wyman Gordon disposed of magnesium thorium alloys, which are low-
level radioactive waste, at the North Grafton facility."

W-G admits the pollution is there. Engineering and ground water analysis is imperfect, so is NOT reliable. The site work
and excavation will open old wounds. The 'Speculative' development is also suspect. This is a tactic used by Google and
Amazon as cited in the press. The traffic and environmental issues are asking for trouble that the citizens of this town
don't need. This will be a train wreck.

Regards,

Robert Carroll

72 East Street

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=2a1a71e7bc&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1712641484186710120&simpl=msg-f%3A17126414841... 1/1
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https://www.grafton-ma.gov/user/14766/contact
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There are three attachments to this email:
Attachment #1 included and attached after this page.

Links for Attachments #2 and #3 are below:

https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/79958/000091205702023829/a2082140z10-
k.htm#02POR1105 1

https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi/2000JIR2.PDF?Dockey=2000JIR2.PDF



https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/79958/000091205702023829/a2082140z10-k.htm#02POR1105_1
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/79958/000091205702023829/a2082140z10-k.htm#02POR1105_1
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi/2000JIR2.PDF?Dockey=2000JIR2.PDF
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DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY
DEFENSE CONTRACT MANAGEMENT COMMAND
DEFENSE CONTRACT MANAGEMENT DISTRICT NORTHEAST
495 SUMMER STREET
BOSTON, MA. 02210-2184

DCMDN~EO
AR 17 199

SUBJECT: Wyman CGordon Company, North Grafton, MA

TO: Mr. Tim Johnson
Mail Stop 5E4
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
Division of Low Level Waste Management
Washington, D.C. 20555

1. Reference:

a. NRC lettes, dated 22 Feb 93, to Wyman Gordon Company
subject: Dose Assessment of Magnesium-Thorium Alloy
Disposals.

b. Telephone conversation of 14 April 1993 between
Mr. Tim Johnson, (NRC), %el. (301) 504-3603, and Mr. James

McConnell, Tel. (617) 451-4264, DCMDN Environmental Monitor,
same subject.

2. The Defense Logistics Agency performs contract adminis-
tration services for procuring activities who purchase
defense items from the Wyman Gordon Company. This function
requires that three Quality Assurance Representatives be
duty stationed at the company plant in North Grafton, MA.
One of the Quality Assurance Representatives has expressed
concern for his health because of the burial of magnesium-
thorium alloy at the plant. Please provide information on
possible health risk to our empl:-;sees from the magnesium-
thorium buried at Wyman Gordon Company.

3. Enclosed are copies of various newspaper articles on
nitric acid spill and other environmental problems at
the Wyman Gordon Company.

4. This office reguests that a copy of future NRC
correspondence to the Wyman Gordon Company regarding the
buried magnesium-thorium be sent to this office for
information. -
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DCMDN-EO PAGE 2
SUBJECT: Wyman Cordon, North Grafton, MA

5. Mr. James McConnell is the point of contact if additional
information is required.

FOR THE COMMANDER: 5

Encls H. R. HUKE 11
LTC(P), USA
Director
Program & Technical Support

e

DCMDN=-A (w/0 encl)
DCMDN-QF (w/0 encl)
DCMDN~-K (w/0 encl)
DCMAO-CGFG (w/0 encl)
DCHMAO-GFA (w/0 encl)
DMACO-GFQ (w/0 encl)
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By Richard.
ST Repartar

Nangle

GRAFTON -
Wymnn-Gordon

major employer and

But afler decades without any
publie controversy, accldents over
the last several years have cast a
shedow on the institutiona} aura
surrounding the company, which
manulactures metg| forgings for
the aerospace Industry;———

- An ageld spilkiwo weeks ggo that

(.~ may have endangered.‘sevel‘ar‘pr!-

<_ the latest

-

-t .

vate drinking-water wells nearby {g
example. But {¢ may be

the straw that broke the camol's

back , R
More people have taken ‘%o won.

- dering whether to categorize

7

&

1 ) lBnk ruptured

>

B ™

‘Wymsan-Gordon ss
or bottom-!ine business with caval-
ler attitude toward - community
heauh_ and sat’ety_( _

COMMITTEE -

Bonnle Valado of ncarby Faulk-
ner Road is organizing a committee
of neighbors and
she hopes will BCt a8 a watchdog
over Wyman-Gordon, -

. Thelr chief concern |s the quality
of thatr drinking water in the wake
of the nitric acid spill that oe.
currod whon a 8,000-gallon storage’
Jan. 6, spliling 2,600
" gallcns of the acld, . o ‘

But they are also concernad with

} ' the quality of Fiint Pond, which

&
. 4
e |

i

i
1
)
]

-
]

]

‘abuts about a
" back yards,

Tho actd spill washed Into drain-
8ge pipes that empty into Bonney
Brook and lead to the Flint Pond
sectien of Lake'Qu!nslgnmond.

“We've known they're there and
we've heard of the different {nei-
dents, But I don't think we've ever
rodlly gotten scared, N

gt

T ———
\

-

dozen homeowners’

e . oy Sy g

The histery of
Co. tolls a story of.
business revered iocally bocauso of ~60,000 pounds of "‘%‘&‘.ﬁ“’" mag-

es

" Wyman-Gordon's
lte since the late 10503 and early
1060 ‘

good neighbor

townspeople that :

ow we've .

L4

. Botten scared,” Valado sald, g o

. Thagcld splll came & .
lhan he Telegram b
& Gazelle @ sclosed

neslum-thertum was
buried

In 3-foot
i

HEALTH OFFICiALS
. After the d(sc&osures.

ar Regulatory Commission
state public health ofMicials
quired groundwater testing and
the tests showed,
“Immediate” .

concluded that
the wastes posed no
threat to the publie,

* The NRC ordored & cleanup or?.
- DR “
- N b, A datd Ty

. Also in 1091:Wyman-Gordon wag “
by the US, Occupa-

the dump site by 1805,
b A :

‘Nned $200,000

that about

tranches on
North' Granon

North Grafon site
storage tank there
; u‘m,!nto flames, - .

o S-SR FURARS ) *

" Fifty-Nive peoplo were infured,
nona seriously,

i~ " _l "\.| *,

¥ Tho burning tank contalned am-
monjum bifluoride, * a chemleal

used in the milling process at the
plant, "

The chemlcal 1s g combination of
ammonia  and hydrofluoric acid
that can cause burning of the eyes

~and’out of the

little more _after a chiemical

ad been

the Nucé

q::g . and skin, Two firefighters com-
plained of minor eye snd throat ir-

ritation.

In 1087 the company closed a
“hazardous-wasta dump site behind
the North Grafton plant that con-
tained & high concentration of toxie
metalaim i, L .o

‘. B9 ["’ ' ,.‘."'".f r.
It then- obtained” & " Jicense 1o

tional Safety. and-Health Adminjs- _ Store the material, once located in

tration for unrelated violations of .;;aurf‘aca {mpoundments known
health and eafety standard

In 1000, the

violating reporting,
moents of the foderal

Planning Community
Know Act I

i.lagoons, In on-site druma. -

R | P

| B

_ US. Environmental ' -MEETING
"Protection Agency ordered the
- Company to build & new wastewa-
* {er-treatment system with an esti-
mated $2 million price tag, *

Also In 1000, the EPA clied 1t for '
notifieation

énd emergency p lannirigm;erg::‘rgw of Its prospective

Meany of the nelghbors who vent-
ed thelfr angar over the recent acld
5l at & meeting With town and

Involved in the new committzee,
Valada sald the committee will for-
m=lly begin to organize after many
membaors altond
8 Board of Selectmon mooting to-

Right To morrow night at the Munfclpal

- ! Center, . :.
In particular, the EPA said the .

company made late NMlings of reo-
ports listing toxic chemleal ro.

lonsos covering 1087 and

reports were filed “only after an

EPA Inspector arrived
doar,"
clals,

The EPA also chastised Wyman-
Gordon for alleged fallure to com-

ply with requirements to
cidental
chemicals, -

In September 198Q
watched as ambulaneés ¢

according to agency offl.

releases of" hazardous

. ani g .43

What's pnrtlcula"rly dlsturbing to
many residonts, sald Valado, {3 that
Incidonta keep happening at the
plant “despite g seemingly in.
creased emphasis by state and fed-
eral agencles on hazardous-wasta
Issues,

But residents reﬁ'lly have nothing
to fear, according to . James

1080. The ~

at . their

LRSS e» Go_ndon. -, woll e, s
L .- VAll of the stories that have beén

written have Indicated tiat there
:S:ﬁigofr:., was_no. problem * Wainista said

0gs’ t arget W-Q

. It's all

'WORRIES Mg' - ¢

a§ -
“ ““about what goés on over

- tempany officlals last wook wili bo"

Walnista, a spokesman for Wyman. "

., tery, Lanca'ster
ithe funeral hord& by
& pm. today, 1] onal
made to St John's MéR
" yosterday. i j St John's Church 5149
“And there are no lingering ap.  Clinton 91.510 '
ereffeets of the acid splil” he said, P v H
“I don't know why the media Insists
on fomenting this. There fsn't any-

thing that's happenod that hasn't
been explalned away. " '

Walnista's stalement, gald
Valade, shows that company offl.
clais “fust aren't listening.

“"People are talking about this,
you hear about" said
Wanda Hendrix of Second Street

Karen Fleming of Faulkner
Road, a nurse with & degree in ge-
ology, sald she {s concerned that
the ruptured acid tank Indicates
that Wyman-Gordon does not take
quelity control seﬂously._

tourneau, 88,0 §1
dled yesterday {n Leohlng

pital after an tllnﬁ&‘*ﬁ‘ﬁ
: PRI 85
Her husband, Henry Le
died in 1887, She leaves')
Robert Cote ‘of Sturbridgc
sisters, Rhea ‘Asseltn’ fifd
Nadesu, both’ of Southbrig
Rita Howe of’ Amol;'tﬁ!'e‘t
nephews. She was bornTh
Caughter of Paul E. ahd' i
(Robidoux) . Cotel{ihhd I
Lunenburg 25 yearsbefoie |

here in 1960, 3y %
5 Mrs. Letournesu''wa

E [ ela
"That worrles me” she "safd.
“Tha residents, [ think, are at risk
Wyman-Gordon s Very secretive
there.” ;

Fleming uses one of the five
wells that health officials have la-
beled as contaminated. She has
been drinking bottled waler, slnce -+
resldents wore mado aware of the
possible contamination, three days
alter the spll}, :

. A
“It would enso a Jot of pooplo's

minds to have public wator hero,”
sho sald,

Some town ofMclals have talked
of tylng in the neighborhood with
the municipal waler supply, And
questions have been ralsed over
whether the company should pay
for the hookup,

Sald Walnlsta, *J don't know
what our position {s on that™

Valade, however, contends that

:
&t a former woolen ][
retiring in 1970.SHeWas
of the Leom!uaterl;Sehl
‘the Retired Women's' ClaWsr
burg and St Cecﬁllgfg;q_fnmb

The funeral Mll.(b{*ﬁl

 from MA Siniard &' 8o

Howne, 14 Walker Stiwitn’
10 a.m. In St Cecllfa's Chiffe
Mechanie St Buﬂul‘wﬂl;be 1
parish cemetery,q Calling ho
the funeral home ary i

8 p.m. tomorrow, * | 1’%tim

. ot -'l. 'i\'ﬁ#&

: R o

M. Aldrlch‘serv!ce?;

v RO I LT
UXBRIDGE - 'Funeral e
for Marion (Hood);i",-_}lq'ml)t_t‘iu
drich, 87, of Ironstone Stide:
be held at the conveniénch
family, Memodal,agrjd‘ébg
held at 2 p.m,Thurﬁdgﬁd,

Uxbridge . Baptist I} Chieh

)

Hartford Avende. BUHAlWIT |
Wyman-Gordon has an obvious re- the convenlence ‘o ‘ Yl
eponsibility to pay, e ' LI ! ?

“*Prosy. 2et Hill Ceme

“We're not feeling safe in our* no calling hours'} -.,“":
homes. That's what t's ‘coming '™ T e ISBER
down to,” she said, 4 FOm S o R
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- W-G offers to pay ior town water line to area

Continued From Page Ona
sitnation has reguired continued
manilaring

Since a 2500-galion nitric acid
spill at the plaot two months ago,
tests have found elevated levels of
8t least two toxiec chemicals in
some of the neighbarhaod wells,

Since then, the company has
been providing hottled water to
residents there. While nitrate, one
contaminant found in the welis,
might have heen related to the ni-
tric acid spill, company and town
officials said the comnection was
not clear.

More lesting In the past two
weeks also has turned up elevated
fevels of tetrechlorvethylene in
some wells in the neighborhood.

Tharpe said tetrachloroethylene
was known to be used at the plant
as recently as 1985, and it is one of
an arvay of toxic chemicals known
o contaminate groundwater on the
plant property.

The com‘ﬂnlshed closing

&

&

and capping lwo chemical waste
percolalion-dispoesal lagoons on the
property twa years ago and is plan-
ning nurmerous additions] cleanups
on. the sites where hzardous
wastes and toxic chemicals were
stored, spilled or disposed of in the
past, Tharpe said.

Tharpe said company officials
have conttmued 1o monitor a plume
of chemical econtamination in
groundwater near the closed la-
goons, and the contamination has
continued sbrinking sinee the la-
gooun was capped,

Tharpe said the company has.
ideatified some 46 sites on its prop-
erty where {toxic coatamination
cleanups will be completed over
the next six years.

Preliminary assessments have
been completed on about 12 of the
sites, and Tharpe said the company
expects 1o have gnre-quarter to one-
third of the hazardous waste site
cleanups on the propesty compiet-
ed by the end of 1094,

in the spring, the company will

{2

start construction on a federally re-
quired wastewater treaticent plant ,
to bring its wastewster discharge
into compliance with stricter feder-
al clean water standards.

- The new wastewater plant also is
being designed to have the capabil-
ity of treating chemically contami-
nated groandwater, if needed, as
part of the cleanap of the hazard-
ous waste sites, Tharpe said.

Maine man is struck,
killed while walking
The Associsted Press i

FARMINGTON, Mals — Farm-
inglan police were investigating a
highway accident that claimed the

ife of a Jay mao as he walked

along 2 road.

Authorities identified the victim
&3 42-year-oid David King, who was
killed Friday night when he ‘was
struck by a pickup tuck on the Wil-
ton Road in Fanuington. :
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. GRAFTON - About 400 workers
at the Wyman-Gordon Co. plant
here were evacuated yesterday
morning after a large tank ruptured,
spilling an estimated 2,500 gallons of
nitrie acid

Three employees and the driver
of a Dupont Company tanker truck
ihat was pumping nitric

aeld into the
5,000-gallon outside tank were treat
rd and released from area hospitals
alation of the fumes ‘v\'}‘ih;xh
which employs about 1,000

peopie W maxe

Gordon,

for the aero

forced to shut
down for the rest of the day
TA

Lo acadent prompted concern

arts
b

Space indusry, was

s ek
about enwronmantal damage. "Al
this point, we don't Know how miuch

into the stream

got into the soil or
- 3 —

that runs next to the factory,  said

Te 1.:‘(;“('7

state Deps

spokeswoman for the

ment of Environmental

which is a source of water for the
town, Leone said.

Air, water and soll samples were
taken by state and federal environ
mental officials yesterday. The state
will take water :Mil}x;t‘:: from the

stream in the next few days to deter-

mine if there is contamination, oifi-

clals said

.
The above-ground

storage tank

r'.l[:".dx'r‘ii at about 915 aum., sad

Grafton Fire Chief !'!.‘..:;» Gauthier

*“They heard a pop and the seam ol

the tang “,,'.'.' he said
James Tharp, Wym

emergency coorau

sald that ai

T i
ijeam poured ime

..QNitl'ic acid spills at Grafton plan

ruptured, said David W. Tordoff, an
EPA coordinator. Some of the
spilled acid was In a containment
area, but Tordoff said he could not
gstimate how much was recovered.
Crews from DEP, the federal
Environmental Protection Agency
and the Grafton Fire l)z‘pnx’u}it‘.ikl
were at the site all day while the re-
maining 2,500 l..dmh: of nitric acid in

the ruptured tanx was pumped into

.r for removal, Leone

shifts at the

factory

Ver yesterday and worx
€ from the "ging
. "
74 y "
Gratton Russell
sSier sal had been pre-

ite a nearny de nsely

idential area if the

fted; however, uza!:' a hand

win

ful of workers in a few small com

; I olale e e
] l.l,'-_\m:,,- ELA L TR
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g HOBBIES TO ENHANCE

'i YOUR LEISURE TIME,

! EVERY SUNDAY IN

|‘ THE BOSTON GLOBE.
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Protection. The stream, Bonnie aad to neutralize ii [harp said panies nearby were evacuated, he ' i APPIHN&.L"; Call (611825
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W-G nntlated tests 1n G1 afton

By Mary Frain
Sl Reporter

GRAFTON - Tests of 20 private
wells near the Wyman-Gordon Co.
plant have revealed higher than ac-
ceptable Jevels of a cancer-causing
chemical in six of the wells, ac-
cording to a spokesman for the
company.

The eievated levels of TCE (tet’ i-
chioroethylene) were discovered in
a scan for volatile organic chemi-
cals the company had commis-
sioned on water samples from pri-
vate wells in the Faulkner Road
and Creeper Hill Road area behind
the plant, said F. James Walnista,
manager of corporate communica-
tions.

v"'

Wyman-Gordon initiated the
tests, in cooperation with the state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection and the town of Grafton,
after an independent test of a pri-
vate well Jast week showed a high-
er level of the chemical than ac-
ceptable for drinking water. -

120 MICROGRAMS .

The independent test showed

20 micrograms per liter of the
chemical, compared with the stan-
dard of § micrograms per liter the
DEP considers acceptable, accord-
ing to Walnista.

The company tested 25 wells, but
five of the tests were declared in-
valid and will be repeated, Walnis-
ta ;aid.

The company’s-tests indicated
that the six wells had levels of the

chemical betwcen 5.1 micrograms SR

+. 5 i g

‘A(’:on!lnued From Poge Ono

Victor Valade of 15 .Faunmer
Road said his well was one of those
tested. But he was not contacted by ..
the company and assumes the re--

. sults for his well were normal. Ney-

ertheless, his family will continue .
using bottled watcr for drlnkmg
and cooking A B ot e e

gt Al li"'

| Valade said he is unaware of any 4
* unusual health problems in the

since 1981, s e

neighbnrhood He's vaed t.hem -
,.r r 2

He and other area residents have -
been extremely concerned about

- health issues, however, since 2,500 '

gallons of nitric acid spilled onto

.- the ground from 8 ruptured storage -

tank on the vann-Gordon proper-

-»':r. Fia,

.....

.\-

L

Walnista S=iam==u= o -

. craft,

Tt s
w i it “1

per liter and 150 mzcrograms per

iiter. PCE was the only volatile ors -

ganic compound found in higher
than acceptable levels, according
loWalnista

Walnista smd he '*id not know
the results for im:hvxdual wells.

DRY CLEAHING
Tetrachlorocthylene is used as a

.dry- cleanirg solvent and to de-

grease metal parts in high-technol-
ogy industries. 1t has been found to

cause cancer in laboratory ani- °

mais, according to a state Depart-
ment of Public Health spokesman.

The well owners have been noti-
fied of the results, along with the
DEP and the chairman of a citizens
group, Worried About Contamina-
tion Here, Walnista said. Federal
and local officials also have bee
notified, he said.

The source of the chemical has
not been  determined, Walnista
said. The chemical was most re-
cently used by Wyman Gordon in
1885, he sa)d

"The compmy nas agreed to con-
tinue providing bottled water to
area residents and continue inves-
tigating the potenhal source or the
chemical.

TOWN WATER

The company also has agreed to
discuss with the town and the Graf-
ton Water District development of
a plan to provide town water to res-
idents of the area, accordmg to

R il i |

Tum to TESTS/Pago A11

tyJanS st =g e dl 00
" Nearly 400 people were evacuat-

ed and 12 people became il aner .

the accident

* The spill prompted one family to ‘
have its well water tested. The re-

. sults indicated high levels of TCE.
* .Ancther residen!. Curtis Ewald

of Faulkner Road, said he also as-+
5, A

sumcs his well ‘water is clear be~
“cause he was not contacted by the.
company atsbicet. gl o 4

, s

.. He mmains concemed about the 2
safety of the water, but sald resi-.

dents can't do much ‘about the -
problem at this pomb s o TR Lot s

The company "makes semlfabrl- 3

cated .meta] components for alr- ¢

trucks, tracto"s a=" "™ op, v

B8 1)
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Acid spills
in Grafton

Continued From Page One

mined at a hospital were clerks
working in & metal building about
50 feet from the tank Tharp &aid
the building is not airtight : -

. Therp said eight other cmpioy-

ees, including the truck driver,
were treated on sile by & company
physician. The names of the em-
ployees were not disclosed. ...

Tharp said the yellowish fumes
were sprayed with water from &

“There are environmental con-

. cerns. We're trying 1o evaluate that

with DEP (state Department of En-
vironmenta! Protection) and DEM
(state Department of Environmen-
tal Management) pow," Tharp said.

Clean Harbors, an environmental
cleanup contractor, was ‘called to
the plant 10 deal with the remain-
ing scid. .

“It's & bad situation.” sald Gau-
thier, “My main job is to evacuale
the people in the community, if the
wind shills. Fortunately, it's rain-
ing and keeping the fumes in that
general area.”

He suid an initial plan had been
to evacuale residents and other
businesses within 1,800 feet of the
plant, but the fumes were mostly
confined to the north side of the
plant, and only one business, Site-
Work Inc. &t 308 Creeper Hill
Road. was evacuated. -

PRAGE . DB2

The afternoon session of ki
garten ot the North Grafton §
on Waterville Streel, aboul &

. east of the plant, was cancele

cording to Messier.
He said residents of neif

" hoods north of the plant told )
they could smell the fumes.

Dr. Gregory Ciotlone, &n
gency room physician st The
'cal Center of Central Mas
sotts — Memorial, said the
term  effects of nilne
! inhalation are & burning sen
| in the throat and chest she
| of breuth and coughing Ho
i he sald long-term consequ
| guch as irritation of the tr
| can Jead to swelling in the
| and lower respiratory tract, )
' ing the lungs — & condition

/ as pulinonary edema.

'/ DELAYED EFFECT

“Our biggest concern 'is 1
layed effect” Ciotione sa;d.

He said patients such &
from Wyman-Gordon are o!
for four hours and then g
structions on what 10 do, §
symptoms appear within tw

The Wyman-Gordon
mennfactures metal forging
primarily in the perospact

{
l, try. Tharp said nitric acid

for etching aod & 8 cleanin 1

Employees on the seco‘
third shifts yesterday were
1o report to work, but the p |
resume operations this mor

Tharp said employees »
puid only for the hou
worked yesterday. |
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Effect on Flint Pon
unknown, state says

By John Monahan .
Sl Reporier
GRAFTON ~ Biate ofMicials sxid
yesterday it was (00 errly o tell
how much of the nitric seld gpilled
at the Wynan-Gordon Co. plant
fowed inl a drainage brook to
Fliot Pond at the lower end of
Lake Quinsigamond or what envi-
ronmental harm it may cause.

When the Z,500.gallon gpill oc-
curred yesterday moming, emer-
pency responses, practiced as ro-
cently as two months ago during o'
mock splll at the plant, focused on
ellminating a toxle cloud of acld
that injured 12 workers and tempo-
rarily threatened hames and busl
nesscs north of the plant

Tirefighiers and plant workers
doused the pool of spilled acid
with waler end waler fog to mini-
mize fimes. Al one point compeny
workers poured lime on spilled
aeld 1o Jessen its acidity

James Tharp, manuager of envl
ronmental engineering and the
emergency coordinalor at Wyman-
Gordon, enld ofMiclals believe the
acld washed down inlo drainnge
pipes that emplty iulo Bonney
Brook, which flows to the Flint
Pend section of Lake Quinsiga-
nond. He seid response crews
ried to dam the spill, but it was
wncertain how much was kept from
unning Into the drains.

. AONITORING WELLS

Grafton Water Department o).
dals yesterday began montioring
ouwn drinking water wells abou!
me mile mweay for any sign of the
sweid, Btate hezerdous response of-
eials seid Wyman-Gordon's
sicanup contractor, Clean Harbor
ne,, would continue moniloring o
ee how much of the acid ended up
7 the stream and lnke,

Five houre &fler the splll, state
Dopartment of Environmental Pro-
tection gpokeswomen Te Leone
said only shout 1,000 gellons of the
ecid remaining in the burst tank
had been ofMlonded, and It wes ex-
pected it would take severul more
hours (o move the remeining acid
0 & tanker truck

“At this point we do not know
how much acid got into the sofl or
the stream, Bonney DBrook, that
leads to Flint Pond," Leone gald

Bhe sald DEP welland snd water
supply ofMclals at the soene were
supervizing efforts by Clean Har
bors workers to test and monitor
the aren wetlnnds end the lake for
contamination
RAPID RESPONSE

When the spill occurred, & rapld
coordinated response come from
local fire, police and civil defense
officialy who hed trained for just
such an ncid splll ot the plant dur-
ing o mock drill two months ago.
The drill was sponsored by the
town's recently organized -Loca)
Emergency Planning Committen

Civll Defense Dlrector Roper
Demers said he was &t home, two
biocks from the plant property,
when he heard the police scanner
report of the pecident. “The drill
we had was exaclly the same situn-
tion we had today for reul"
Demers said

Yesterdny, immodiately afler the
cloud of agid fumes wus reporied,
while company ofMcials evacunted
400 employees from bulldings ot
the sprawling manufheturing com-
plex, police went to homes und
businenses to the north of the plant
and alerted people there evacy-
slion might be necessary, if the
flimes persistod,

In Grafton

mined «t & hospital were clerks
working in 8 meta! building sbout
50 feel from the tank. Tharp seid
the bullding is not airtight

Thurp seld eight other employ-
ees, including the truck driver,
were treated on site by & company
physiclan. The names of the em-
ployees were not disclosed.

Tharp suid the yellowish fumes
were sprayed with water from &=
nearby hydrant.

“There are environmental con-
cerns. We're trying to evaluate that
with DEP (state Department of En-
vironmentsl Protection) and DEM
(state Departmont of Environmen-
ta] Management) now," Tharp said.

Clean Harbors, an environmenta!
cleut 'tp contractor, was called to
the plant to deg! with the remain-
ing acld.

“It's & bed situution,” said Gau-
thier, *My main job Is o evacuate
the poople in the communily, if the
wind shiltlx Fortunately, it's rain.
ing and kecping the fumes in that
geners! aree”

LIMITED EVACUATIONSE

He seid e initial plan had been
to evacuate residents and other
businesses within 1,800 feat of (he
plant, but the fumes were mostly
confined to the north side of the
plant, and only one business, Site
Work Inc. at 108 Creeper Hill
Rond, was evacusted.

The afternoen ecssion of kinder-
prrisn &t the North Graflon School
on Waterville Street, about » mile
cist of the plent, was canceled, ge-
cording o Messler.

He said residents of neighbor
hoods north of the piant told police
they could smell the Aimes.

Dr. Gregory Cloiltone, an emer-
pency room physician ot The Medi-
cal Center of Central Mussachu-
sctts — Memorial, sald the short-
term eoffects of nitric acld
inhelation sre & burning sensation
in the throat and chest, shortness
of bresth snd coughing However,
he sold longterm consequences,
alich a8 lrritation of the traches,
can Jead to swelllng in the upper
and lower resplratory tract, Includ
ing the lungs — a condition known
as pulmonary edema

DELAYED EFFECTY

“Our biggest concern iy the de-
layed elfect” Ciottone said

¥le seid patlents such as those
from Wyman Gordon sre observed
for four hours and then glven In
structions on what to do, if other
symptoms appear within two days.

The Wyman-Gordon Co,
manufectures metal forgings used
primarily in the serospace indus.
try. Tharp said nitrie seid is vased
for etching and a8 & cleaning agont.

Employees on the gecond and
third ghifts yesterday were told not
o report 10 work, but the plant will
resume operations this moming

Tharp said employess would be
peid only for the hours they
worked yosteiday

Oil spi

Grounded shi

“he Assoclsied Pross

LERWICK, Shetland
Howling winds and
slammed a tanker onto
the Bhetland Islands yest
frustrated cfforts to o
gushing into waters tee
marine and bird life.

The sccident threater
come one of the worst oi!
o major environmental
phe

The nearly 25 million
ofl on the U.S.-managed t
more than double the m
Exxon Valde: disaster
into Alnskan waters in :
month, & Greek tanker re
off northwestern Bpsin
21.8 million gallons of eru

All ¥4 crew members w
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Price control on
returns for Russ

MOSCOW — Russls
prime minister has re
price controls on mar
foodsteffs, news agen
poried yesterday, The
porently reverses one
cormnerstonee of his p
sor's free-market refor
action was {aken 10 “¢t
fistion and unjustified
creases on major §
goods and sarvices™ &
1o the decree signed b
Mintster Viktor Cherno

The government wil

lute" prices of bread, i
tea, salt, sugar, milk, m

b

ter, sausage, baby fu
vodka, it said
Honecker judge

to be replaced

BERLIN ~ The chiefl
Erich Honeckss:

t:.
£
£
=
o
-

er and gi g

FVHNV TR
spokesman sald. Court o
man Bruno Rautenberg
Chief Judge Hansgeorg Bi
gam would be replaced !
eistant Judge Hans Boss

trial, which is schoduled
sume tomorrow. An alt
Judge will step In to fill ¢
threa-member panel,

From Associated Press re
—
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Acid washed into waterways
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Continued From Pege One

washed down astorm dralns by
hesvy rains and by the mist used by
firefighters to dilute fumes.

The drains leed {o Bonney Brook
snd Flint Pond.

OMciels from the ptale Dcpnm
ment of Environmental Prolection
sald 1t will take nt Jeast two wecks
{0 axsess the damege to srea waler
WEYE.

HEIGHBORS' CO!‘PLAIN’T.

After the test results of the wells
were known Friday, company rep-
repentatives and town officials
went door to door In the Immediate

. area of the gprawling plant asking

rexidents to
meeting
Fivers were left on doorsieps,

aitend yesterdny's!

* where nobody was home notilying

residents of the meeting and out”
lining what precautions should be
laken.

Meonwhile, residents yeslerday
rescted with anger when Jerrning

. #bout the contamination.

They called upon Wyman-Gor
don to pay the costs to tie area
homes into the town's public wster

system,

Peter Greenlaw of 18 Feulimer
Road blamed Wyman-Gordon for a
host of environmental problems In
the neighborhood.

Bonnie Valade of 15 Feullmer
Road esld the home she shares
with her husband, Timothy, has de-
valued gppreciably over the years
because of it proximity to the
plant

“We'll never get whet we pald for
IL" Valade sald, vowing to form a
neighborhood coalition to monitor
the cleanup. "We've had 1t (with
Wyman-Gordon).”

" Dorothy King, who has lived at 19

Faulkner Rond for 62 years, suid

"r.he uceident lhould nover have .

happened In the first place”

Resides McBride, among those
pitending yesterday's meeting in-
cluded; .George Felerson, vice-
chalrmen of seclectmen; Danlel
Morgado, town administrator;
Stephanie Chalupks end Toger
Currier from the Board of Heallh;
Fred Haffty Jr., Grallon's hagord-
ous waste coordlntmr; James W,
Tharp, manzger of environmentsal
engineering and emergency coordl-
nator 8f Wyman-Gordon; John J.
Ostrosky, W-G's senlor environ-
menta) engineer, nd Brisn J. Pot-
tale, another environmental engl-
neer with W-G.

—

‘Acid contaminates wells
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Grafton “residents near an hr-» ; )
craft parts factory have been advmed
not to drink their tap water after! ni-(
tric acid, leaked in a spill at the plant
last week, began showing; up in, pn~\ 1
vate water supplies over; ‘the | A
end, police said last mght:'ﬁz'w .,}\

Volunteers yesterday dxsmbu&ed 3
informational fliers!to nbout 20
homes near the Wyman-Gordon Co. -
plant in North Grafton yest.u‘day A
The fliers advised residents’not to *
use tap water for dnnkmg, cookmg :
or bathmg gmall chddren i ‘., g_ b ‘ b

High levels of acid were detectcd
in two of eight private wells tested
over the weekend, but water froth & °

. town well in the area is aal'e accord 't

ing to pohce s 15 £ i ‘

A stor ugc tank at the plnm. rup-
tured Tuesday, spilling 2,600 gnllam il
of nitric acid. About a dou:n workérs
were injured, and 400 were evacuat-

' ed as fire officiuls sprayed down B 5

huge cloud of vapor r(sulwxg from
the spill. . ~ Lok L ROy

i i ! ‘mn"’
As the cloud was knocked down ~
with fire hoses and by a rain storm,

. the acid seeped into the ground.dnd | L

is now appearing in the, well water, !
police said. o ey woye e
Police emphusized thal.on!y Ahe et
area immediately- surrounding: the !
plant on Route 122 was nffected "l

Police said vann-Gordon made
an offer o reimburse residents” | in.
the affected areas for bottied) walcr‘ s
costs. Police did not know how’ Johg
the wells weuld be affected; by’ the
acid. ; y aypEag
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Wyman-Gordon
can’t pinpoint
nitrate source

By John J. Monahan
Sawil Reporter

GRAFTON ~ Wymasn-Gordon Co.
officialx arent sure whether the
nitretes found in arca wells came
from acid spilled at its plant during
an accident Tuesdey, but they are
supplying ncighbors immediately
portheast of the plunt with bottled
drinking waier.

Company iesting of waler
samplee from five out of 25 deep
and shallow wells st homes and
businesscs nlong Creeper Hill and
Faulimer roads since the spill
ocourrad turned up levels of
nitreles above new safe drinking
watcr standards.

The highest levels found so far,

however, are within the levels of
nitrotes allowed by previous eafe
drinking water standords, and are
pot likely to csuse scute jliness,
said ¥red Hamy Jr, Grellon
hazardous wWaetc coourdinator.

TESTING

Comprry spokeeman F. James
Walnista said the testing did not
show whether the elevated nitrate
jevels found in the five wells came
from the estimated 2.500 galions of
spilled nitric scld or from some
olher source.

“1t tx possible the pitric acid
could have vaused the higher Jevel
of nitrate, but s also possible it

could have come from @ scplic tank
or fertilizer,” Walnista said.

The seid spilled when 8 Florege
tank ruptured during @ filling
operation ®t the plant. A dozen
employers were trested &t the
plant &nd area hospitals afler
inheling fumes but no perious
injuries were reporied. The acid,
however, was not contained and
company oMcials suid it was
believed to have washed into
drains that emply into Bonney
Rrook snd Flint Pond, the southern
end of Lake Quinsigamond.

CONTACTED .

Walnista said yesterday that the
company contncted all the
residents and businesses in that
area over the weekend and advised
them not to drink their water. They
glso sdvised them that the wesler
from ares wells shouldn' be used
for bathing young children, and
begar BUpplying
with bollled water,

Haffty said there are indicutions
the high nitrate levels mey have
reswited from something other than
the spilled scid, because the first
wells showing the high Jevels were
from samples taken the day efier
the spill from wells 250 feet deep
and more than & quarter mile from
the spill site.

Tumn to NEIGHBORGS/Next Page

those affected .

Neighbors get
bottled water -

Continued From Provious Page

vwe ure finding it difficult to
fathom that the release happened
Tuesdsy and Wednesdey we
picked up nitrate jevels above the
new drinking water standards,”
HaMy said, “That's ewful faet for it
to get 200 or 250 feet deep."”

“So fur the wells testing positive
have remained fairly constant,” for
nitrate levels, Halty said, “We
want to see il it tafls down If it
does tall down, it may indicate it
was the nitric acid. If it doesn't it
maybe Indicete some other
source.”

40 MILLIGRANMS "

HaMy said the highest levels
found in daily testing of drinking
water wells gince the spill was just
above 40 milligrums per liter. The
current safe drinking water
standard is 10 milligrams per liter
and the previous drinking water
;:umdard was 45 milligrams per
iter.

He said town officials were
hoping _to have & medical expert
explain the possible effects of
drinking water with elevated
ni‘rate Jevels et a meeting for
residents gt 7 tonight st the Graitgs
Municipal Center. At the meeting,
company and own officlals are
planning to explain the test results
and plans for & continued testing
program and water supply plans.

HafMy said he expects the daily
testing of the wells will continue
for st Jeast a couple more weeks o0
gather information on whether the
pitrate levels remsin conslant or
diminigh. He sgid 8 well-
monitoring program would likely
continue for at lemst several
months or possibly longer
depending on the conclusions
drawn from test snalysis

Wyman-Gordon arranged
delivery of six to 12 gallons of

weter yesterday for each home
with well water in the prea.



